
Eighth Sunday after Pentecost  2 (7/18/21) 

 The parable that Jesus tells today has confused people over the centuries and led to many 

divergent interpretations.  We see the character of a rich man (which in the Gospels is generally 

not a favored individual to imitate), and a steward (whom we are told plainly is dishonest).  Jesus 

generally speaks of a need to detach from wealth and material possessions, but here seems to be 

encouraging their use.   Jesus will say, in the verses immediately after this passage, that we can 

serve only one master: You cannot serve both God and Mammon.  So what are we to make of His 

statement in this passage: Make unto you friends of the mammon of iniquity? … and what are we 

to make of him apparently holding up the dishonest steward as a role model? 

 To be clear at the start, it is obvious that the steward is not a reputable individual.  He has 

apparently been involved in theft and/or embezzlement of his master’s property (which he was 

placed over and trusted for safe keeping).  He is known as dishonest - and even when it is said 

that he had done “wisely”, the word used is the same one used to describe the serpent in the 

garden of Eden.  Furthermore, his solution to the problem is not to repent, not to restore what 

was stolen, but rather to engage in additional acts of dishonesty and falsification of documents.  

It is as if to him, the wealth at his disposal may be used for any purpose he chooses.  He could 

have done differently than he does here.  One may ask, if he is so dishonest, and is so lazy he 

will not work, and is worried about how he will eat … why does he not simply steal a great 

quantity of his master’s good and just falsify the inventory records?  Why does he not create for 

himself a wealth that he keeps hidden, and then simply live off this for the rest of his life?  

 Oddly, for this man the possession of wealth is not the answer to the problem.  The same 

is true for us.   We are led to believe that the accumulation of wealth will solve problems, will 

make us secure, will end concerns.  Jesus does not follow this example.  He does not rely on 

wealth, He places the purse of the group in the hands of the most dishonest thief He could find, 

He sends his Apostles out to preach telling them to carry no money - He is at all times dependent 

upon the Father for sustenance, security, and care.  He lives as did the Israelites in the desert who 

during their wanderings were provided with the daily bread they needed as long as they followed 

where the Lord was leading.  He teaches His own disciples to follow where the Lord leads and to 

pray to the Father for their daily bread.  For the dishonest steward his love of wealth is what got 



him in trouble, now he dispenses of wealth with careless abandon in search of another goal.  He 

is willing to use the wealth over which he had control (although did not own) in order to gain for 

himself the goodwill and continued care of others.  He is willing to part with the possibility of a 

stack of wealth and simply live each day relying on an outside source to care for him. 

 Jesus is not commending the dishonesty of the man, He is not advocating the use of 

trickery or manipulation in order to obtain care.  He is saying that those who value wealth know 

how to use wealth to obtain care in this world - which begs the question of how one uses the 

wealth of this world to obtain the good of the next world.  Jesus will say elsewhere: Store up for 

yourself treasure in heaven.  We should be as willing as this dishonest man to dispense wealth, to 

not use wealth alone as a basis of security, but rather place care in the hand of another - in the 

hands of the Lord.  The steward is shrewd to use wealth as a means to something else, and the 

children of this world use wealth for the accumulation of more wealth and comfort in this world - 

the children of light should also see wealth as a commodity used to obtain something else.  For 

the children of light, wealth and material goods are also a means to an end, one that dean’t have 

its boundaries in this world.  They dispense wealth, to to accumulate things that will eventually 

disappear, but to do the work of God and so obtain a treasure that rot and rust cannot touch, nor 

moth destroy. 

 The dishonest steward did not actually own the goods he transacted - and neither do we.  

All things are the property of God, all things that we have control over are goods over which we 

have been made steward.  If we can embrace a strategic use of these goods for the greater glory 

of God, and to build up the Church through acts of charity - then we see a strategic use of goods 

that is superior to that of the dishonest steward.  It is not a clinging to material goods and wealth, 

but allowing others to benefit from our generosity (as did the master’s clients from the actions of 

the steward).  For us, this is all a preparation to be cared for not by humans who are indebted to 

us (as was the case of the steward), but rather, preparing to be cared for by God.  This way when 

the lives of humans fail, when the good laid up are exhausted - we will be received - not into the 

homes of humans, as the steward hoped, but rather into the eternal dwelling prepared for us by 

God in heaven where He in his great mercy will care for the needs of all those faithful stewards 

who have followed Him and have made it to that storehouse of treasure in heaven.


